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Helms Apologlzes

for Letter Praising |-

Fulbngh t Criticism

Xeos An&v

AMB
Times mn Writer

imes Eer Aug 69 :

Nonate Thajority  leader
L LidMike Mansfield (D- M{mt)
)"'chqmlswd the . Morse - dle-
I~ ,mand Mahgafield said
elms made a mistake in
signing the letter, but had.
“"faced up to it (and)
‘" ghould be given a chance."

. "We all make mistakes,"
v«Mansfield added philosop-

hicallv "If we had to re-

‘sign when we make mis-
¥ ‘takes, the whole Senate

f!"'"l':’"’

-

Fgence Agency Dlrector Richard M. )
“Helms apologized to and wag for-
. given by the Senate Foreign Rela-
#tions Committee Friday for pralsmg
xa newspaper editorial criticizing
*Chairman J, William Fulbrlght (D~
fArk.).

‘,‘2 "He was very forthright, and I‘

yéommittee had ‘grilled Helms in se-

,‘ ‘WASHINGTON Central Intelli-

ﬁcertamly accepted his apology," Ful-*
brxght said magnanimously after his

TG Ve YO TesIEIr -
‘The Helms epw de, .
x “which raised outcries {from
'¢ his. scnatorial. friends and
]‘ {foes alike on the propriety |
of.lis lelter; also estab-
1 lisHed the CIA director as”
;7 one of the fastest pens in
: Washington,
| According to F\ﬂbrigm
‘one-of Helms' aides draft-

P

Globe-Democrat,. and pre-
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t d1d Tiot focus as thorough-
ly as it shouid have on the’
significance of the letter”;
before he signed and!
mailed it.

Helms' lelter to the-
newspaper lauded one of

1 its editorials praising the:

Senate for shelving a Ful-;
bright - led attempt to;
Jbroaden senatorial :s:uper-1
-vision of the CIA. Fu]pj

ad 1nvolv

} domestic political matters .

by writing the letter. 1
“The Arkansan has been’

campaigning for Foreign!

Relations Committee par-

- ed: the letter to the St L
Louis newspaper, the

gented it to the CIA- chlef
"cret session for about two hours, . thh %everal chel 3,

" Emerging from the meeting, held"  felmg’ confossed »&f, tha
' around a long, oval, green baize-cov- |
“ered table at which some senators.
mpped coffee and others sparkling
. alkaliné water, Helms, 53, said:
"] vealize it was a mistake. T regrct
#1t, and I have apologized."
¥ Felms turned away with a famt
:pained smile when reporters asked
tif he had thought of resigning as
Ehead of the CIA, a post he assumed
:otte- month ago amid high White
House and ‘other official praise ad a
gool,composed ‘and competent
g’ﬁrofessional hmtel
o ‘ligence specialist. .
- CPYRGHT In accepting Helms
, apology, while tut-tuttmg D
him . for ‘a "mistake" " i
?:\sigmng a letter to a 'St
" “Louis newspaper lauding
”1ts criticism of Fulbrlght
% s "crafty," Foreign Rela+
> tions- Commguee tembers’;
Wwaved‘-aside one of their.
,coueagués' demands’ that
g_‘"th@ OIA. chieftain resign,
i; The démand. came from -
“¢Ben. 'Wayne . Morse (D |
*.Ore)), whb did not attend
ithe Frlday meeting with
t-Helms. - Motse, “who also;
calls occasionally on Sec-
i retary of State Dean Rusk -
¢ “and ~ Defense. Sepretary
ﬁRobert McNamara’ 16 .1 o
sign, ‘sajd; Helms| had, daH
~bled in domestc :poht”lm
j-and th _éﬁ TRED ukl gt
i!s g0 s

[REEH R H‘flw

J. Williant: Fulbright (D

gecret - ses 1011. 1*(1]h11"fht

§pa “ b ‘fetter praising editofial, crltlmsm of t!we _
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ticipation in the subcom-
“mittee — composed of
‘members of the Armed
Forces and Appropria-
tions committees—which
-review CIA activities. Ful-
bright had Indicated he
wanted to. question the
CIA ' about its affairs at
| home and activitiet
Labroad

FORGIVEN—Rlchurd M Helms left ‘Central Intel-”
ligence Ageri m durec’ror,A sﬁures a. )oke with Sen.;
t

) after apologizing for

senator.
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